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&

The Obvious

From: Marc S. atk406@gmail.com
Date: Tuesday, February 21, 2006 11:09 PM

To: [Undisclosed Recipients] 

Subject: Marc Snider HB529 testimony with additional information...

Dear Senate Judiciary Committee Members and Other Senators, 

I have included a link at the bottom of this message to an electronic copy of my testimony provided at today's HB529 public hearing. 

I have also added several pages of information to the front of the document that I did not provide today in hardcopy format. I referenced this additional information after hearing Attorney Honey Hastings testify that this comparable parenting bill (HB529) would actually cause *more* adversity, conflict, and litigation in the family courts. Nothing could be further from the truth, as I testified. The additional information consists of the credentials of Julie Exline, Ph.D, a Professor at Case Western Reserve University who has had dozens of research papers published, including many on social interaction, narcissism, entitlement, and forgiveness. She is an expert on human behavior as it relates to social conditioning... 

After her credentials, I included an email correspondence that I had with Doctor Exline after first contacting her by phone last year. I presented Dr. Exline with a stipulated model (namely that of child custody statistics as evidenced empirically) and asked her to not judge whether or not the model was accurate (for she is not an expert in child custody statistics), but instead to only contrast the model with another model that represented what could be expected in the wake of HB529 where both parties anticipated equal treatment by the courts as opposed to the statistically skewed treatment that they expect today. The correspondence is self explanatory and I believe directly contradicts Attorney Hastings' inaccurate statements relating to how additional adversity would be generated in the wake of HB529's passage. Dr. Exline's responses to my model comparison questions are interspersed in red. There would clearly be *less* adversity, conflict, and litigation when the parties and their attorneys come to expect equitable treatment in the courts... 

The children of the state will benefit greatly when they have both their mother AND father treated comparably by the courts. And if the parents are actually being treated equitably today, as attorney Hastings has testified recently, then the 'comparable' parenting language of HB529 would only serve to be superfluous, innocuous, and benign when passed into law. I suspect most recognize, however, that mother and father are *not* treated anywhere near comparably by the NH family courts at present. 

Senators, and the fatherless children of NH's broken families are being devastated as they are forcibly stripped by the hundreds and thousands of their perfectly fit fathers only to be doomed to a singly parented upbringing... Children need BOTH parents. 

As long as one parent can request the court to force a divorce between the other parent and the children at the time of divorce then the children of the state will continue to be immorally and unwisely deprived of their fathers as they have been for far too long now. Parents who agree mutually on a parenting schedule would be free under HB529 to do so and thus would be unaffected by this legislation. When parents do not agree, however, a refusal of the legislature to direct the judiciary to treat both mother and father equitably (comparably) and also to treat the children equitably in terms of their right to retain BOTH their mother AND father is nothing short of a dereliction of legislative duty... I honestly believe this is true and that our country cannot withstand such a travesty of justice and widespread abrogation of civil parenting rights indefinitely. 

If the American Constitution still stands for anything besides a convenient document to reference glibly from time to time then you will pass this bill. With the present state of family law in NH, and the huge number of children being made fatherless and fathers being made childless on the backside of no-fault divorce it is a wonder that any young men are even willing to risk starting a family. If they knew the real statistical risk and horrific pain of being separated forcibly from one's own child, and vice-versa child from parent, I suspect that far fewer would embark upon the family journey... 

The opinion of a judge, marital master, or Guardian ad Litem is NOT sufficient grounds for abrogating the right of a parent to meaningfully associate with their child, nor of the child's right to be meaningfully raised by both parents. Nor is the request of one parent sufficient grounds for such a disregard of the child's right to associate with the other parent. And the mere change of wording from 'custody' to 'parenting time' as enacted into law last year via HB640 will not fix this problem. The years of waiting recommended by attorney Hastings would surely pad her profits, but it would doom additional untold numbers of NH children into certain fatherlessness. 

How long will the Senate wait to reconcile the wholesale tragedy being visited upon so many innocent victims? And if the right to be a parent to one's own child, as repeatedly upheld explicitly by the United States Supreme Court through case law as provided in my testimony, is not in fact a fundamental Constitutional right deserving of evidentiary protections (and 14th amendment protections as well) then I wish one of you would explain to me just what rights an American *is* actually entitled to... 

I have faith that you will lead responsibly in this matter and help restore a good amount of faith to so many citizens who have come to recognize that the actual rights available to fathers in the family courts are not nearly what they not only should be, but also what they are Constitutionally required to be... 

I respectfully request that this letter and the testimony referenced below be printed out and placed into the HB529 public record. 

http://www.nhcustody.org/testimony/Marc_Snider_HB529_Testimony_2_21_06_data.pdf 
Sincerely, 

Marc Snider 

3 Ellie Drive 

Merrimack, NH 03054 

(603) 801-2008 
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